
Dear Parents,  

As we come to the end of the Spring term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your continued support as we work together to ensure that every child at Ardrahan 
NS has the best possible experience. 

We have had an action-packed term, some of the highlights being our 6th Class making 
their Confirmation, Engineers Week, Seachtain na Gaeilge, coding lessons, swimming les-
sons, chess and quiz competitions and most recently our Scholastic Book Fair. Our 
Lunchtime Clubs and Book Club are also going strong as well as lunchtime coaching for chil-
dren in senior classes.  As the newsletter only provides a round-up of all the events in the 
school, please visit your child’s class blog for more photos and detail. 

We hope the children enjoy the well-deserved break over Easter and we look forward to 
seeing them again on April 13th. 

Is mise le meas, 

Ms Hughes 
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HAPPY EASTER! 

2026 
Congratulations to our Sixth 
Class pupils who were recently 
confirmed by Canon Michael 
McLoughlin. We wish them the 
best as they continue their 
journey of faith. 

Catholic Schools Week 2026 
We celebrated Catholic Schools Week from January 
19th—23rd. This year’s theme was ‘Normal Lives, Called 
to Holiness’ where the children learned that they can 
show holiness each day through kindness and thoughtful-
ness towards others in the small moments. To open the 
week, we had a whole-school prayer service. Members of 
the Board of Management also attended the Golden Jubi-
lee mass in Galway Cathedral to celebrate 50 years of 
Boards of Management leading Irish Catholic schools. 

Quiz Winners!  

 

Congratulations to both Junior 
and Senior Quiz Teams for 
coming 2nd and 1st respective-
ly at the Gort Credit Union 
Quiz in February and to Ms. 
Dervan and Mr. O’Leary for 
preparing them so well. 



Hip-Hop Dancing 

First and Second Classes have joined forces and are tak-
ing part in Hip-Hop dance classes each week in the local 
hall.  They have been enjoying their sessions each week 
with their teacher Maeve. 

Junior Infants have been working very hard on their 
literacy skills. They are learning how to form their 
letters, improve their handwriting, and blend lots of 
sounds together to read words. They were all so ex-
cited to begin their very first decodable books at 
home! Junior Infants have put in fantastic effort 
learning their sounds, and it has really paid off. They 
are now readers! 

Coding Lessons 
Coding has been an exciting addition to our timeta-
ble this term. Senior Infants have learned the im-
portance of giving clear instructions using vocabu-
lary such as forwards, backwards, turn left and 
turn right. They used Beebots to 
practice their skills and then con-
solidated this learning with the 
use of the Beebot app on iPads.  

Nutritionist Talk 

The senior classes were de-
lighted to welcome Sinéad 
Bradbury, a lead perfor-
mance nutritionist, who spoke 
about the importance of 
healthy eating habits and how 
good nutrition supports our en-
ergy, focus and performance in 
both school and sport.  

A highlight for the term in Senior Infants was 
learning all about the Solar System and absorbing 
facts about the first moon landing! The children 
used chalk pastels to create wonderful artwork and 
displayed all their new knowledge in a writing activi-
ty. Well done! 

 

Budding Readers & Writers 

The Solar System 

Hurling and Camogie   

Our new hurling coach, Brian, who 
comes to the school three days 
weekly, has been working with the 
children from Junior Infants to 
5th Class on drills, games and 
hurling skills. 

Art and Craft 

The children in First Class constructed their own 
bird feeders using recycled materials and had great 
fun designing them together. They have also been 
working with clay this term to make pots, as well as 
making recycled plant pots and have been busy re-
cording the weather and representing it pictorially. 

                                                                    

 

Each class marked Safer Internet 
Day on February 10th by doing les-
sons, having plenty of class discus-
sion and taking part in webinars. 

Safer Internet Day 



Engineers Week 2026 

As always at Ardrahan NS, the children pulled out all the stops for Engineers Week! Each class worked on 
their own special projects and were delighted to invite other classes to showcase their efforts. It was lovely 
to see children visiting each other’s classrooms and chatting about their projects.  These photos just give  a 
flavour of some of the events that happened during Engineers Week. For more photos, please visit class blogs. 

Confirmation Class trip to Dublin 

Our Sixth Class went on a trip to remember with pupils from 
other local schools on March 11th. The tour was organised by 
Fr Roche and they visited the National History Museum, Epic 
Museum and had a tour of the Dáil with local Senator P.J. 
Murphy. A great day was had by 
all.  

  

 

Burren Beo Visit 

Children from Junior Infants to Second Class 
enjoyed visits from Burren Beo experts, speaking 
on topics such as biodiversity, local wildlife and 
flora and fauna. Third Class had a special visit 
from Karen Van Dorp as they won  1st Place in 
the Winterage Weekend art competition.  Their 
prize is a field trip to the Burren in May. 

 

 

 



Scholastic Book Fair 2026 

Our Scholastic Book Fair is proving to be a great suc-
cess again this year with parents and children.  Busi-
ness has been brisk every day and we love to see fami-
lies coming in and choosing their next reads. . 

St. Brigid’s Day 

In February, we welcomed in the Spring by celebrating St. Brigid—one of Ireland’s best-loved patron saints.  
Each class read stories and sang songs about St. Brigid, learned about her remarkable life and did their own 
special activities to mark the occasion. Below is a snippet of some of the activities. 

 

Chess News  

Well done to all the children who represented our 
school at the Féile Fichille in Tirellan NS. They had a 
wonderful day, enjoyed the friendly competition, and 
showed great sportsmanship throughout. 

Special Achievements  
Congratulations to Oonagh, 
Tiernan, Ciara and Maeve who 
wowed us with all the silverware 
they won at the recent Winter 
Games at Duffy’s Equestrian 
Centre, Claregalway, Well done! 

 

Bhí a lán imeachtaí éagsula ar siúl sa scoil i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge 
mar shampla  tráth na gceist, ealaín, Biongó, filíocht is amhráin as 
Gaeilge. Ghlac na ranganna ar fad páirt in imeachtaí a bhaineann le 
Gaeilge i rith na seachtaine. Bhí céilí mór sa halla againn ar Lá Glas! 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 2026 

 Lunchtime Clubs 

Pupils from 3rd to 6th Classes have been enjoying lunchtime clubs this term.   Children who participate have 
been doing chess, origami and art and they have really been enjoying all the activities! 


