
Here are the children in Ms. Dervan’s Junior 
Infants enjoying Aistear.  They learned 
about Autumn and Halloween and had lots of 
fun exploring the farm during Autumn time, 
making vehicles for the farmer, exploring the 
sand and wa-
ter station, 
making potions 
and creating 
monsters out 
of Junk Art 
materials.   

 

Happy Halloween! 
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Our New Junior Infants 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the first newsletter of this school year!  As mid-term break approaches we 
get a chance to look back and reflect on how busy school life has been so far. We have 
had a very successful return to school. Our first term was filled with positive learning 
experiences for the entire school community. Our new Junior Infant pupils have settled 
in really well and they have made lots of friends. In this newsletter, you can catch a 
glimpse of the different activities that have taken place during the term . 

We are sorry to announce that our wonderful secretary Claire is leaving us after Hallow-
een.  Claire has been our secretary for the past 13 years and has worked tirelessly for 
our school and your children.  She has always shown such kindness to the pupils here and 
they are all very fond of her.  Claire never hesitates to lend a helping hand at school 
events and is always very giving of her time.  She will be sincerely missed by staff, pupils 
and parents.   We wish her every success in her future endeavours. 

Thank you to all the parents who attended 
for Parent-Teacher meetings this week.  

Thank you for your continued support and 
cooperation. We wish you a enjoyable mid-
term break!  

Oíche Shamhna Shona daoibh go léir,  

Ms. Hughes 

Halloween Riddles 

Answers: 1. A candle 2. Autumn leaves 3. 
You never know which witch is which!  4. 
When you’re a mouse 5. C and Y (C-and-Y)   

I’m tall when I’m young, I’m short when I’m 
old, and every Halloween, I bring a jack-o-
lantern to life. What am I?  

What does autumn do when winter comes?  

What’s the problem with twin witches?  

When is it bad luck to see a black cat?  

How do you spell candy with two letters? 



Our Scary Scarecrows! 
Senior Infants and First Class were very busy designing and making some 
Halloween scarecrows! Scarecrows are set up to scare birds away from a 
field where crops are growing. The children brought in a variety of ma-
terials to make a scarecrow for the Galway Pumpkin Patch competition. 
We had great fun making them and dressing them up. We love how 
unique they both look!  We have a fun fact about our scarecrows. How 
does our scarecrow drink?  

Maths Week 

Guess Who  
Our New Classroom 

Senior Infants each brought in a baby picture as 
part of History. They examined the pictures and 
tried to guess who each baby was, discussing who 
had changed and who looked similar. We enjoyed 
getting to know the boys and girls in the older clas-
ses when Third and Fourth class students came to 
visit and played the game of Guess Who. 

Is maith liom mo sheomra ranga nua. Feicim mo chairde 
gach maidin. Imrímid spórt ag am lóin gach lá. Táimid ag 
foghlaim rudaí nua agus suimiúla an t-am ar fad. Bíonn 
an-spraoi againn i rang a trí agus a ceathair. An tseach-
tain seo, bhíomar ag bácáil le haghaidh Oíche Shamhna. 
Tá mo sheomra ranga nua néata, geal agus glé. Táimid 
ag tnúth  go mór le Oíche Shamhna.                 
Scríbhneoir: Vivian McInerney 4th Class 

During October, our school took part in the annual Maths Week.  Children in all classes enjoyed all the differ-
ent activities organised inside in the classrooms and also outside in the yard. We had a wide range of activi-
ties happening in all classes. We made 2D shape monsters, symmetrical and 3D pop-up art, human shapes, jig-
saws, played maths games, solved problems during Power Hour, used maths language solving problems and at-
tended a Maths Week TV Quiz! The most enjoyable of all was when we went on maths trails around our school 
grounds with our friends!  Maths is fun! 

 

 

 

 

(Answer: with a straw)  



Awesome Autumn 
Second Class made the most of this beautiful autumn 
weather by going on nature walks. Junior Infants 
learned about Autumn and created a nature table in 
our classroom full of colourful leaves, pine cones, 
acorns and conkers. First Class also enjoyed nature 
walks, group work and making some 
lovely hedgehogs! 

Ms. Murphy’s Senior Infants recently 
completed some science experiments on 
how water affects materials. They placed 
some beads in water, made predic-
tions and watched to see the effects as 
they transformed. They also enjoyed 
learning about Autumn!  

Science Experiments 

Sport  
It has been a very busy September and October for sport. 
Congratulations to everyone who took part in the first round 
of this year's Mini 7s competition. Some great days were had 
and we are so proud of you all!  

Wednesday’s Music Lessons  
Well done to everyone on a very busy first 
term of music classes. Our music lessons 
are full of fun and enthusiasm every 
Wednesday morning. The aim of these mu-
sic lessons is to give children a positive 
musical experience – which we hope is the 
beginning of a long musical journey with 
music making! We are looking forward to 
our many performances during the year!  

Friendship Letters 
First Class wrote letters 
to their friends telling 
them why they are a good 
friend and they loved 
when their letters were 
delivered and they all got 
to read the lovely things 
their friends wrote about 
them.  



Media Education 

Athletics  

Green Flag 2023— Energy 

Third and Fourth Class learned all about how to 
stay safe online. Looking out for the padlock and 
‘https’ when searching the internet is one way to 
help you stay safe online. Being aware of online 
advertising and clickbait headlines is also very 
important. We had great fun creating some of 
our very own ‘clickbait’ headlines and completing 
our Webwise quizzes!   

We are working on the theme of 'Energy' this year. Ms. 
McNamara’s Second class worked very hard on creating 
Art work based on this theme with lots of great tips for 
energy conservation. The children have also signed up to 
Picker Pals and once a week someone in the class will bring 
the pack home and pick some litter with their family. 

We had such a fun day in school today! Well done to all the boys and girls and all the parents who made such a 
fantastic effort to dress up for Halloween. There were witches, ghouls, vampires and ghosts galore! Even 
some teachers joined in the dressing up madness. There were lots of spooky sights in Ardrahan this morning.  

Pupils from Third to Sixth Class competed in the Galway Cross Country Championships recently. The event 
took place in Nolan Park, Renmore on September 20th and 27th. Well done to the children who represented 
the school so well in Renmore. Many thanks to all the parents who drove to and from Renmore. It was great to 
see our parents there to support our wonderful athletes on the day!  

Halloween Costumes 


