
A Chairde,  

Fáilte romhaibh roimh Nuachtlitir na Cásca 2021.  Bhí téarma den scoth againn agus tá 
áthas orainn ár nuacht uilig a roinnt libh.  Our newsletter is packed with lots of photo-
graphs and news showing the busy term we have had since Christmas, with a combination 
of both online and face to face learning.  

We are delighted with how the return to school is going since March 1st for our children in 
the junior classes and since March 15th for the senior group. The children are settling well 
into their daily school routine again after our prolonged absence and we look forward to a 
very strong and busy final term. We are confident that with the diligence of teachers and 
your continued support that all children will be fully completed their programme of work 
for this year and will be ready to progress to the next level at the end of the year. 

As we are conscious that the number of cases is on the increase nationally again, we must 
all be very vigilant in the hope that we can remain open for the remainder of the 
year.  Your cooperation and assistance in supporting us in maintaining a Covid-free environ-
ment is greatly appreciated. We would like to thank you for your support and vigilance. 
Thank you also for refraining from congregating outside the school gate. We ask that you 
once again remind your children of the importance of handwashing going forward. 

Have a wonderful Easter, 

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

Fidelma Hughes, 

Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

We understand the enormous responsibility and challenges that Remote Learning placed on 
parents, guardians, and students as you had to create time, space, routine, and support for 
learning at home. All of the children developed so many new skills. We, as a staff, are real-
ly proud of how the children have worked over these last weeks. Thank you all for your ef-
forts and below is just a taster of the wonderful work you have all helped your child 
achieve!  
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Pancake Tuesday 

Well done to all the boys and girls who made delicious pancakes on Pancake Tuesday.  Do you like chocolate 
spread and strawberries, or do you stick to the classic toppings of lemon and sugar? Thank you all for telling us 
about your favourite topping.  

We are continuing with our initiative called 
‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ as we want to encourage our 
students and their families to take time to look af-
ter themselves. 

Fitness Fanatics! 

Well done to all of you who engaged in the fitness challenges during remote learning, as a means of keeping fit 
and living a healthy and active lifestyle. The boys and girls took part in weekly fitness tasks. This involved each 
child from third to sixth class exercising in their house or outside for a few minutes each day.  The challenges 
were a great success which the children greatly benefited from and enjoyed thoroughly.  

Team Teaching  

Throughout the school, we continue to implement team 
teaching.  Team teaching involves class teachers liais-
ing with support teachers to provide a multi-sensory 
approach to learning and teaching in the areas of liter-
acy and numeracy.  It allows the teachers to monitor 
individual students’ needs and evaluate the effective-
ness of the teaching and learning.   

Junior Infants decided to 
be engineers and design a 
playground. The children 
made swings, seesaws, 
climbing frames, merry-go-
rounds, slides and 
lots of other great 
things for the 
playground.  

Wellbeing Wednesday 

Engineering a New Playground  



STEM Badge of Excellence Award 

As you already know, Ardrahan National School are applying for a Badge of Excellence in STEM work in the com-
ing term.  STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. These certificates aim to award 
schools who provide evidence of STEM work in their school.  We have been busy since September compiling a 
record of all the interesting work we do as part of these subjects.  We have focused on the skills of enquiry, 
investigation, discussion, recording and reporting back. The children in our school have worked very hard and 
have shown wonderful enthusiasm for these activities.  We wish our school the best of luck with their applica-
tion!  

Digital Strategy Targets  

The vision of our school community in Ardrahan National 
School for digital learning is to realise the potential of digi-
tal technologies to create 21st century learning experiences 
that enrich pupils’ learning and develop their transferable 
skills. These learning experiences will enhance their creativi-
ty, empower them to become engaged thinkers and problem 
solvers while taking ownership of their own learning. This will 
lead to the experience of fun, satisfaction, passion and suc-
cess in their education and lifelong learning. 
One of the positive outcomes from the lockdown was the 
opportunity children had to use platforms like Google Class-
room and Seesaw to create and record their work and to 
share it with others. 
In the final term, we will build on the progress made and 
further embed digital tech-
nologies in our teaching and 
learning. 

Aistear Artic Vehicles! 

Engineers Week—Lego Constructions  

STEM Constructions  

5th & 6th Class Bridge Constructions   

3rd & 4th Class Crazy Golf Courses  

Easter Preparations  

Well done to the children in the senior class 
who helped Father Roche to prepare for East-
er, getting the Easter Water ready. They real-
ly enjoyed helping out.  

5th & 6th Class PowerPoint Presentations 



Seachtain na Gaeilge  

Bhain na páistí uilig, chomh maith le foireann na scoile, sult, spraoi agus tairbhe as ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ a 
cheiliúradh i mí an Mhárta.  D’eagraigh foireann Gaeilge na scoile gníomhaíochtaí eagsúla do na bpáistí chun 
seans a thabhairt dóibh an Ghaeilge a úsáid, mar shampla, scéalaíocht, amhránaíocht, 10 @ 10 as Gaeilge, Bhí Lá 
Glás againn nuair a bhí gach duine, fiú na múinteoirí gléasta suas. Ba chúis mhór áthais d’fhoireann na scoile an 
bród a léirigh na páistí as a gcuid Gaeilge agus a gcultúr a fheiscint.  Míle buíochas do gach éinne a bhí páir-
teach i gníomhaíochtaí na seachtaine. 

There was a lot of celebrations this March for Seachtain na Gaeilge.  The boys and girls took part in stories, 
songs, 10@10 through Irish. We also had Lá Glas, where the children and teachers alike dressed in green. It 
was a great week to promote the Irish language and culture.  Our thanks to everyone involved during the 
events of the week.  

Springtime 

Spring is here! Ms McNamara’s First and Second Class 
spent a lovely afternoon discussing the season of 
spring and all the wonderful things that happen in 
spring. The children discovered many signs of spring, 
including spring flowers such as daffodils, dandelions 
and daisies, as well as enjoying a lovely game of spring 
Bingo! Spring is a very exciting time in nature, with 
signs of new life 
all around us!  

Our Fairy Village 

Well done to all the boys and girls in Ms Gill’s Class-
room. During Engineers Week, the children planned, 
designed and created some wonderful fairy doors for 
all the fairies in our local woods! We had great fun de-
signing them.  

World Book Day 

We celebrated World Book Day on March 4th.  The chil-
dren were invited to take a picture with their favourite 
book. Check out our video on the school blog if you have-
n't seen it yet! They all looked great and enjoyed the dif-
ferent reading activities held in their classroom that day. 
The children in the older classes reviewed their favourite 
books during their Zoom meeting and created some lovely 
bookmarks and reviewed some of their favourite books. 


